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The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church
annually commemorates the Feast of the Find-
ing of the True Cross (Meskel) in public with
great spiritual reverence, believing and teach-
ing that the Cross is the symbol of salvation,
victory, and liberation. When declaring “The
Cross is Our Power,” the Church affirms that
this concept embodies deep spiritual, existen-
tial, and human meanings. In ancient times,
the cross served as an instrument of horrific
and humiliating punishment, considered the
end for criminals, rebels, and the despised.
However, through the precious price paid by
Our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ—
Who was crucified on the Tree of the Cross for
the death sentence imposed on us due to our
transgressions-that instrument of execution

was transformed into a eternal symbol of love,

forgiveness, and victory. Our Lord, God, and
Savior Jesus Christ was crucified on the Cross
for our sins and transgressions, offering His
Holy Body and shedding His Precious Blood
to erase our certificate of debt. The Cross is
the throne upon which Our Lord demonstrate &
His profound and boundless love for all cre
ation. Through the blood of the Cross, the wall
of enmity between God and humanity was
torn down. As Saint Paul confirms, “But God
forbid that I should boast except in the cross of /
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has
been crucified to me, and I to the world” (Gal.
6:14), affirming that the Cross is the boast and
foundation of life for Christians. The Cross be-
came a crown of victory, a foundation of life,
and a path of peace through the sacrifice Our
Lor

made on it f‘r S lvat? According
/ . @
¥



Ge Cross is @Qw Powe
to the canon and order of the Eth1op1an rtho-

dox Tewahedo Church, the Feast of Meskel is
a great spiritual and cultural heritage. As we
celebrate it, we must remember the faith and
struggle demonstrated by Our Lady, the Holy

. Virgin Mary, the Holy Apostles, and the Mar-
{}Q{i’i tyrs. When the Jews buried the Holy Cross out
ZAKW of envy and instructed that heaps of refuse be

piled over it to erase its whereabouts, Queen
Helena, led by the Holy Spirit in the 4th centu-
ry and guided by the elderly Kirakos, lit a bon-

fire (Demera) and added incense. The smoke
rose up to the sky and bent down to point out
the exact location of the Cross. To commemo-
rate this historic event where she excavated the
" Cross from beneath centuries of rubbish, our

oly Church celebrates the Feast of Meskel

emera vibrant and publicly every year on
Meskerem 16. The spiritual public festival of
eskel Demera is registered by UNESCO on
e Representative List of the Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage of Humanity. It stands as a great
. source of pride and treasure promoting Ethio-

pia to the world, serving as a tourism attraction
—— that draws many foreign visitors and generates
foreign exchange for our nation. Beloved Or-
thodox faithful! When celebrating the Feast
of Meskel, our observance must not be lim-
‘ited to gathering around the Demera, lighting
torches, and singing hymns. Beyond express-

\ A ing the true spirit and meaning of the Cross in

X : our daily lives, we must realize the importance
N \ . . L

4% . N of promoting the greatness of this festival in
.‘W~

various languages using modern media tools,
passing down its tradition intact to the next
generation. As we reflect on the theology of
the Cross (Negere Meskel), we ought to fol-
low the path of forgiveness and life taught by
Our Lord on the Cross.when He prayed, “Fa-

ther, forgive‘: T th
\ (:)‘ 5 X

donot know \‘yhat

d\ople to live

in peace, mercy, and love, Christians must be
instruments of peace. Just as the vertical and
horizontal beams meet to form one Cross, it
serves as a bond of unity connecting the heav-
enly with the earthly, and human to human.
We must set aside differences and support one
another in the love of Christ—demonstrating
Christ’s love in practice by feeding the hungry,
giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked,
and comforting the grieving. Celebrating the
Feast of Meskel must go beyond gathering in
public squares, lighting bonfires, and singing
joyfully; it requires writing the true meaning
of the Cross upon our hearts. As we assemble
for the Meskel Demera festival, we must re-
flect on the love Our Lord showed by surren-
dering His life, keeping His commandments,
strengthening our faith, and praying earnest-
ly for the peace and unity of our nation. The
Cross becomes our power when we rely on its
forgiving power when forgiveness feels diffi-
cult, when we recall its greatness to stand firm
during trials, and when we follow its path of
love by helping those in need.

Moy you have a Blessed and peace

the peace, lave, and pawer of the
Cuess bo with us all

Lige Sigunan Sskindiv Gebre Riisivs

Head of the Public Relations Department
of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church and General Manager of the

Houses and Buildings Administration and

Development Enterprise
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The Ambharic literal meaning of the word cross

is to be crucified, to be hang, to carry a lot of

_ suffering; when our Lord was crucified on the
ii\ ’14\‘

o
(A

,A/

h»\

oy

cross, it means that He suffered this kind of
suffering; in addition to suffering, the story of
our Lord’s crucifixion contains many myster-
ies of theology; the story of our Lord’s cru-
cifixion is started by suffering and completed
by the pwer of life; in other words, the sto-
ry of the cross starts with suffering, but the
nds with salvation; since the final result of
he cross is perfect salvation, it is right to em-
bhasize salvation rather than suffering; “The
e laughter is not the beginning, but the end”

agrees with the story of the cross.

According to the general teaching of the Holy

Bible, the preaching of the cross means “the

‘\preaching of suffering and salvation.” Our

Lord’s suffering journey began as a child in
xile and ended with death on the cross; (Matt.
2:13) Therefore, all the ups and downs of this
long period are part of the preaching of the

cross or the suffering on the cross.

The teaching of the gospel that our Lord taught
during His ministry indicates that salvation is
sealed by the cross, so salvation is part of the
cross; it is also described as the preaching of
the cross; when our Lord emphasized in the
Holy Gospel the reason for His becoming a

man, He said to us, “Son of Man came not to

be ministered unto, but Sinister, and to give

1 (2w 1+18
his life a ransom for many.” (Matt. 20:28)

Indeed, our Lord’s being a man can be sum-
marized in the two main messages; serving,
and being a redeemer. His teaching, healing
the sick, atoning for sinners, multiplying the
bread and fish, raising the dead, etc., all in-
dicate His ministry; and the suffering He re-
ceived in His flesh and sacrifice done on the
cross indicates His redemption; all these are

parts of the cross.

The method of warfare that our Lord waged
against sin, death, the grave, and the devil was
based on spiritual, scriptural, and moral supe-
riority; this nature and method of warfare is
completely different from the warfare that we
humans know and are accustomed to; the war-
fare that we know is to beat and kill the ene-
my with material weapons; but the warfare of
our Lord is to captivate the minds of men, to
persuade them, and to fulfill the requirements
of the law, and to deprive the enemy of legal

justification by a flawless universal ministry.

We humans have been defeated by breaking
the law; Sin, death, the grave, and the devil,
who have come to us without mercy through
our transgression of the law (Rom. 5:12).
These cannot be fought with material weap-
ons, rather by closing the loopholes in the law;
the penalty the law demands for the sinner is
death (Rom. 6:23), for the Bible declares, “The
soul that sinneth, it shall d-ia’ (Ezek. 18:4).
~
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Therefore, i‘a at freedom v uld
come when the death penalty demanded by
the law was fulfilled. So, the Torah law for-
gave sin through the atoning death, and con-
tinued to teach and instruct this until Christ.
(Lev. 5:17-19) Thus it confirmed that “without
shedding of blood there is no remission” (Heb.

9:22).

Since our Lord Himself carried the death on
the cross on behalf of men that the law expect-
ed from men, the law lost its legal authority to
hold men accountable; as a result, sin, death,
the grave, and the devil were defeated, emp-
ty-handed and lost their legal authority to pun-
ish men. (1 Cor. 15:53-57) As a result, men
entered directly into paradise free from sin,
death, the grave, and the devil (Luke 23:43);
in this process, life was obtained. It is from
this perspective that we preach as the begin-
ning of the cross is suffering, but the end is

salvation;

From this perspective, the final result of the
cross was forgiveness, mercy, peace, unity,
freedom, victory over sin; death, the grave,
and the devil. And since such power does not
come from the creature but from God, it was
interpreted as the preaching of the cross is the

power of God to save.

Christ opened the grave and raises the dead,
(Matt. 27:52) and said, “Today shalt thou
be with me in paradise,” (Luke 23:43) and
He who casts out the devil saying “Hold thy
peace, and come out of him” (Luke 4:35). This
is the power of God; a human power cannot
do this.

Therefore, until the day of the Lord comes,

We Copss is Dur Powed

1S a temporary death ‘Qd grave where we
are separated from our earthly life and go to
Him, but on the day of our Lord, death and the
grave are permanently removed once and for

all and the opportunity to live with our Lord

in Hls kingdom with the power of endless life ?}a N
has been prepared for us, and our enemies b E;%\a
have truly been defeated. ® %\

Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Cross,
which we praise and worship God in a

high-level worship service, to announce and

proclaim this salvation to mankind. We pre-
serve the preaching of the cross with honor 0N
and pass it on to future generations. Our rea- ‘{: ﬁ

7 4
o <

son for this is, the miraculous discovery of the ™

ef7
e :

The cross is a living witness and an eloquen

true and original cross that was buried und

mountain of rubbish.

preacher of the message of salvation, so it wi
be honored in our church forever. We will re-
member the preaching of salvation that the _
cross carried on its shoulders; we will remem-
ber it; and we will see our salvation through —
the crucifixion of our Lord with a refined spit-

itual eye.
May God bless our holiday.
May God bless Ethiopia and its people.
Glory be to God; Amen. 4 R

Patriarch of Ethiopia Archbishop of Axum,
Echegue of the See of St. TekleHaimanot
September 26, 2024, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

September 26, 2026 AD.
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
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Message of eneral Manager

TREHSS

“For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one.”
He is our peace, who made Jews and Gentiles one.
(Ephesians 2:14)
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y Church co?ﬁph-

ments on reaching the Feast of the Holy Cross

Beloved childfen

(Meskel) in peace and healthiness; may God

bless us all.

The Feast of the Finding of the True Cross
(Demera and Meskel), which we celebrate
annually on September 26 and 27 (Meskerem
16 and 17 in the Ethiopian calendar), is a time
when we commemorate the Holy Cross, the
instrument of the great divine favor through
which humanity was reconciled with God and

the covenant of love and peace was sealed by
His blood.

As St. John Chrysostom teaches us in his
homily on the Cross and Reconciliation: “The
Cross is our peace through which we are rec-
onciled with God; the Cross is the great plat-
form of peace where human salvation was
accomplished, where fall gave way to mercy,
and where hatred was overcome by reigning
love.” St. Yared also declared that the Cross,
by which the world damaged by sin was saved,
is the glory and adornment of Christians, say-
ing:

“Today the Cross has shined the world that
had decayed; through the beauty of Mary, it
brought joy, becoming the grandeur of Chris-

tians.”

God, who took on flesh and a rational soul
from Our Lady Saint Virgin Mary, became
man, and Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
broke down the wall of hatred through the
blood He shed on the Cross. As St. Paul states
in his letter to the Ephesians: “For He Himself
is our peace, who has made both one, and has

broken down the middle wall of separation”

Gle Corossis Qur Power
ians 2:14). The CWS is our symbol

(Eph:

of unity, peace, and reconciliation. Through

the Cross, enmity was abolished, true peace,
which cannot be found from man, was estab-

lished, those who were far off were brought

near, and equality was proclaimed for all peo-

ple regardless of rank.

Today, our lives are guided by the Light that
shines for the whole world, Christ Himself,
through what He accomplished for us on the
Cross. The Meskel-Demera we celebrate each
year on Meskerem 16 is an act of faith through
which we witness to the true Light, Christ, and

the power of the Cross.

Beloved children of our Church: /
Today, as we commemorate and honor th; "

Cross, we must rise above in a spirit of peace,
casting out all hatred, division, and suspicio
from within us. St. Gregory of Nazianzus, in
his teaching on peace, states: “We can only be
reconciled with God when we are reconciled =
with our brother.” The Cross rises up those
who have fallen and reconciles those who
are separated; it never divides person from
person. The four ends of the Cross of Chri
are hands outstretched in love, gathering all
the peoples of the world into unity. The Cross

teaches love, not vengeance.

Just as Our Lord, who was crucified on the
Cross, offered forgiveness to those who mis-
treated Him, saying, “Father, forgive them, for B
they do not know what they do”” (Luke 23:34),
we too, as followers of Christ today, must em-
brace forgiveness, tolerance, and brotherly

love. Especially during this festival, we must
visit and show loxi) the poor, orphans, the
L
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sick, and those inFison among us. Trueholi-
day joy is found only when we share what we

have and wipe away the tears of others.

Currently, our world and its people are in a

season where they need peace, love, and uni-

W
(i Ty ty more than ever. Christ, the King of Peace,
A
? M&" gave us His peace through His Holy Spirit,
2ok His Cross, and His Church, saying in the Gos-

" pel: “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give

— 3
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to you” (John 14:27). However, for us who re-

ceive it, peace is not merely a spoken word,

but a reality expressed in action. Therefore,
the peace of Christ must be reflected in our
“daily activities. Focusing on our differences,
~opposing one another, and fostering mutual
\‘atred will tear us down and scatter our peo-

le. Therefore, we issue our fatherly call for
all our people to prioritize reconciliation over
1atred and mutual harm. To the youth, who are
~ the hope of the Church and the nation, we en-
trust you not to be overcome by emotion and
y worldly thoughts, but to be built up in the love
of the Cross and stand for unity, peace, and

development.

e have a historical and spiritual responsibil-
ity to preserve and pass on to the next gener-
ation the traditions, history, culture, and spir-
itual order of the Meskel celebration handed
down to us in peace and love by our fathers.
Ever since Queen Helena brought forth the
Cross from where it was maliciously buried,
and especially since a piece of the True Cross
(Gimade Meskel) entered our country, Ethio-
pia, this feast has been celebrated colorfully
across our nation. Our Church has preserved

the liturgical order and national values of this

holiday, del'win
L.

,\ are expect-

ed to guard this herltage and transmit it to the
future generation. Reflecting on the adversity
of our past life and the salvation we gained
through Christ on the Cross, we ought to give
thanks.

May the Feast of the Cross be a time when
the air of peace blows and the seeds of love
are sown. Let us make this Meskel a holiday
of spiritual transformation of the heart. Let us
break down the darkness of hatred with the
light of love, and demolish the walls of divi-

sion through reconciliation and peace.

May the God of Saints protect our country
Ethiopia and its people in peace, love, and
unity; may He shield our people from famine,
pestilence, war, and internal division; and may
He multiply the blessings and grace of this

feast upon us all.
Wag Fe make the I east

of the gw&yool@;lwq[a@gww,
love, Omc[umléd

clbba Sawiros
General Manager of Patriarchate

Head Office and Archbishop of
South-West Shewa and Sheger City Dioceses.




Message of the General Secwtary of

the Holy Synod
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“And having made peace through the blood of His cross, by 7. i

Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, wheth-
er they be things in earth, or things in heaven.”

(Colossians 1:20)
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The Cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
is, in the Christian life, the mystery of salva-
tion, the symbol of peace, love, and victory, and
the foundation of spiritual life. The boundless
love and peace of God revealed through the

Cross is the price of blood paid for humanity.

When the Holy Apostle Paul explains the
Holy Cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus
~ Christ, he teaches us the profound mys-
tery of the Cross at length, stating: “For the
preaching of the cross is to them that perish
foolishness; but unto us which are saved it
is the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18)

82
WOAY Indeed, when our Lord and Savior Jesus

L ;

—« Christ shed His blood and broke His body on

y § the Cross to save humanity, He transformed

“,ﬁ ? he Cross-once an instrument of execution

r criminals-into an emblem of peace and
weapon of victory over the enemy for us
Christians. Thus, the sin that hung over hu-
< |_ manity was defeated, death was humbled,
the peace of mankind-which had been lost
—for ages-was established, man was recon-

ciled with God, and eternal life was revealed.

J#he mystery of the Cross is not something
_we merely contemplate annually during
the Feast of the Finding of the True Cross
(Meskel) in September; rather, it is a reality

< - we live daily in our Christian walk. Exalt-
I\ N ing the Cross means not merely wearing its
AN symbol around our necks or embroidering

it on our garments, but practically manifest-
ing the teachings of the Cross in our lives. A

life centered on the Cross means living a life

of humility, sacrifice, love, and obedience.

b deny him-

self, and take up his:‘é:ross, and follow Me,” He
clarified that Christian life is unthinkable apart

fromthe Cross. Therefore, to us, the Cross is not

g
mark?'P will come aft

merely an ornament worn around the neck, but
the mystery of salvation, the way of life, and the
symbol of spiritual struggle. (Matthew 16:24)

The Holy Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ
is the mystery of salvation; without the
Cross, there is no salvation, and with-
out salvation, there is no Christianity. This
is why the Church continuously teaches
that the Cross is the symbol (emblem) of

our salvation and the source of our peace.

Although humanity endured suffering for
many ages after transgressing God’s com-
mandment and being banished from Paradise,
mankind was restored to its former glory and
identity through Christ, who was crucified on
the mount of Golgotha. The death brought by
Adam was conquered through the Cross by
the Second Adam, Christ. The mystery of the
Cross is the great divine event wherein the

love of God was practically demonstrated.

St. John teaches us that love is the foundational
reason for the Cross, saying: “For God so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” The Cross is
the manifestation of love; God did not express
His love in words alone, but demonstrated it
by giving Himself on the Cross. (John 3:16)

The blood of Christ shed on the Cross is the
work of salvation that liberated man from sin,
death, and the bondage of Satan. That is why

the Apostle Paul declared: “He made peace

%&L"m 6



through the‘o for the fo-
ken fellowship between man and God was rec-

onciled through the Cross. (Colossians 1:20)

Even though the world exhibits many chang-
ing behaviors across different eras, the mes-
sage of the Cross remains an unchangeable,
eternal truth. Humanity, long fallen into
sin, fear, loneliness, and spiritual weak-
ness, has been granted hope, love, and sal-

vation through the redemption of the Cross.

The generation of our time often loses its
inner peace by chasing wealth, power, and
worldly pleasures. However, the mystery of
the Cross teaches us that true peace is found
only in communion with Christ. Furthermore,
the love revealed on the Cross leads man out

of selfishness into love for God and neighbor.

The power of the Cross is manifested in a Chris-
tian’s life through steadfastness of faith. The
Cross teaches us not to despair in times of dis-
tress, to trust in God amidst trials, and to endure
during temptations-because Christ showed us
through His life that resurrection follows the

Cross. To us, the Cross is the power of witness.

When we manifest the love of the Cross in
our lives, we become living witnesses of
Christ to the world. We must testify of the
Cross not only through our words, but through

our actions, humility, forgiveness, and love.

When the Church celebrates the Feast of the
Cross, she does not merely recall past his-
tory; she calls us today for the work of the
She

teaches us to let the Cross be the princi-

Cross to continue within our hearts.

ple of love and aeace in our homes, fam-

&)
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social lives, and ursonal journeys.

ilies,

In summary, the mystery of the Cross is re-
vealed in a Christian’s life through faith, love,

humility, forgiveness, and spiritual struggle.

The Cross is not merely a history of yesterday,
but the path of our life today. Christ revealed
His love to us unto the end on the Cross; we
too must receive that love and manifest it in _
our lives. Honoring the Cross means living
with Christ; loving the Cross means choosing

the path of love, salvation, and resurrection.

Likewise, based on the deep love shown by our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through offering

\v‘s.\.-
000

Himself on the Cross and the salvation He be- *

stowed upon us, we Ethiopians are expected t
live clothed in love and humility through mu
tual counsel, respect, and understanding, striv-

ing for the brightness of our nation’s futuré:

As we celebrate the Feast of the Cross, may
the grace of God be with us all so that we may
comprehend the mystery of the Cross in our
minds, receive it in our hearts, and express it/

in our lives.

awv nadion and, cwv Chwch!

General Secretary of the Holy Synod

and the Archbishop of Raya Diocese
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‘And ag Moses Clifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the Son of Man Ge crucified” ((Jobhn 3:1%).

R

Because God is perfect in all His works, he is
no changing with things; nor is there partial-
ity in His law, judgment, or justice. He leads
and governs creation by providing righteous
principles for His creatures. When a creature
deviates from the principles He has given, He

punishes withgut

From this perspective, humanity, having
strayed from the given principle, was judged
and punished under God’s law and justice;
although the punishment was multidimen-
sional, it was summarized as “you shall die.”
Since the essential meaning of death is separa-

tion, human beings were separated from God



-
through the‘a

the garden of delight (Gen. 3.24). From that
moment on, all humanity fell under the pen-
alty of death according to the judgment; the
main manifestations of this punishment were
death, the grave, and a life filled with suffer-
ing. This penalty reigned over all humanity
until the crucifixion of Christ. However, God
the Almighty who is a just judge and a righ-
teous deliverer gave a glimmer of hope to His
chosen people that He would rescue humanity
in a righteous way, and this hope grew clear-
er over time. One of these promises is found
in the symbolic teaching where He saved the
people from the poison of serpents through the

image of a serpent.

When Israel passed through the wilderness
filled with poisonous snakes, the snakes bit
them and caused great mortality among them.
At that time, God gave a command to Moses,
saying, “Make a bronze serpent and set it on
a standard, so that everyone who is bitten can
look at it and live.” Moses did according to
the command, and whenever the people were
bitten, they looked at the image of the serpent
and lived (Num. 21:8-9). This symbolic event
served as a sign of the perfect salvation God
intended to accomplish for humanity through
Christ. Our Lord quoted this symbolic passage
to confirm that He came to grant this hope of
salvation to humanity (John 3:14). Scripture
records from end to end in various expressions
and approaches that the cross was the path de-
signed by God through His righteous working
to save humanity. In this context of mystery,

it is clear that the cross signifies redemption.

All the sheep offered as sacrifices for all the

" e GGMM s O Power
sinne of Israel affirmed God’s righteous ad-

ministration of justice (Lev. 4:32-35). God
demonstrated that He saves humanity not by
arbitrarily canceling the previous judgment,

but by designing a mechanism where for-

giveness is granted while both His judgment
and mercy are honored (Rom. 3:21-26). This
was accomplished by having another enti-
ty die as a ransom for human sin, capable of =
bearing the decreed sentence of death, there-
by allowing the judgment to be executed as
pronounced without being overturned, while
enabling those who bore the sentence to be set
free from judgment because another had died

in their place.

God willed to save humanity from death us-

\\

ing this righteous judicial procedure that doe
not conflict with truth. After revealing this will
through the Law, the Psalms, and the Proph- "
ets, Jesus Christ offered as a ransom for all ap-
peared in this world by taking on our human
nature for the sacrifice; He rooted His redemp-
tive work among His followers through many
symbolic representations (Heb. 9:22). One of
His redemptive teachings includes His citing
of Moses’ serpent to teach the necessity an:

inevitability of His crucifixion.

g ﬁd@ <
According to God’s process described above, ’S

since there is no forgiveness without the shed- A 4
ding of blood, our Lord repeatedly emphasized / r/ !
that His crucifixion was strictly necessary and , ';ﬂ, .
strongly rebuked those who tried to oppose i

it (Matt. 16:21-23). Explaining the reason
why His crucifixion was necessary, our Lord
showed that it was so that everyone who be-
lieves in Him should not perish. When God’s

ts Tanity to se-

law judges a sinnergit subj
o
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vere destruction; @Eus, humanity fell under a
destroying judgment. Because humanity could
only be saved if a ransom died in their place,
our Lord clearly declared that His crucifixion

was necessary, and He fulfilled it in deed. As a

result, the opportunity has been created for us
to be delivered from destruction and receive

mercy.

" Today God has established the mechanism by
which He forgives us, believing in the sav-
ing work accomplished through Jesus Christ.
When we believe in Jesus Christ as Savior,
His righteousness is counted to us (Rom.
- 3:21-26 / Rom. 4:25). Because His righteous-
ness is perfect before God, God counts His
- perfect righteousness to us, enabling us to es-

ape destruction through Him and be saved.
This is why He explicitly told us, “Whoever
eeps my word will never taste death” (John
8:51-52) and “I am the way and the truth and
the life. No one comes to the Father except
4 through me” (John 14:6).

—~_When we say the cross is our power, our
strength, our ransom, and the salvation of our

ul, it is because there is nothing else that

o {;i . ‘saves us except the redemptive sacrifice of-
- 0? fered at the time of the crucifixion. The wood
2y of the cross on which this redemptive sacrifice
N . A was offered is a holy altar; it is our matchless

j‘\ \ emblem of salvation where we see, meditate
°’ ‘\&\ on, and remember the sacrifice and the salva-

'OT‘\\ tion obtained through it. Therefore, it is set

high atop all our church domes, where it con-
tinues to call all people to be made righteous
through the righteousness of Christ by speak-
ing, testifying, and proclaiming the world’s

salvation.

ep‘nts Christ,
His sacrifice, and Hﬂ*i‘s saving work, when we
venerate it, we spiritually venerate Christ, and
we are blessed by Christ who is on the cross.
Since it was not God’s will for the Holy Cross
bearing this entire message to remain bur-
ied, He inspired Empress Helena in her spe-
cial calling to bring it out of the pit where it
had been buried. What God meant by doing
this was clear to the ancient Church. As the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church is not
only one of the ancient churches but the first
among them, she firmly holds the glory of the
Holy Cross and the mystery of our salvation
obtained through the Crucified One, continu-

ously expanding and passing down her faith.

The new generation must realize that their
Church is one of the few global churches that
translated the Holy Scriptures into its own
language from the earliest times, and that they
possess a rare and unique Church that has
preserved its own Ge’ez language, Enochic
alphabet, and calendar to this day. They are
entrusted by God, the fathers, and history to
remain vigilant and protect their Church from
attack and displacement in all things for this is
the mission of celebrating the Feast of Meskel
(Finding of the True Cross).

And praise be to God, Who gives us victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Wihwre-ed Slins olbvela

Spiritual Affairs Deputy General Manager of
EOTC Patriarchate Head Office




“May any other Goagt Ge far from me!”
“But God forGid that J should Goast except in the crogs of our =
Lord Jesug Christ, Gy whom the world hag Geen crucified to me,

and J to the world. i
(Galatians 6:1%) —
Glory to God for He conveyed you, and His Holy Cross itself. While the Cross MI‘
and all of us to the Feast of the Holy was a symbol of curse and disgrace in the Old ,,:J;é"
Cross (Meskel)! Testament, on the day our Lord’s holy body '

. -y was nailed to it and His divine blood was shed,
As the great apostle Saint Paul stated in his let- ] )
) . it became the foundation of life, the symbol of
ter to the Galatians, the true boast, salvation, iati dth that b
B ) reconciliation, and the power that vanquishes
and crown of glory for Christians is our Lord P 9

Jesus Christ, whcﬁz.vas crucified on the Cross,

4

the Dev11 The CrOSEIS the divine stage where
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Christ’s love was@vealed unto death.

Today, as Christians, our boast should not be
in worldly things, but in His Cross, which rec-
onciled God and humanity, heaven and earth,
as well as all nations and peoples. Teaching on

the saving mystery of the Cross, Saint Atha-
nasius the Apostolic, a great Father of the
Church, wrote:

" “Christ stretched out His hands on the Cross
to encompass both peoples (Jews and Gen-
tiles) and to unite earth with heaven; He was
suspended between earth and heaven on the
Cross to cast down the Devil and to clear our
heavenly pathway.” (Saint Athanasius, On the
" Incarnation, 25)

e Feast of the finding of the true and Holy
5 ‘ross holds a special place in the history of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church. Just as
ueen Helena was guided by the direction of
the bonfire smoke in the fourth century when
seeking to locate the buried Cross of our Lord,
- the Meskel Demera (bonfire) celebration we
observe every year on Meskerem 16 (Septem-
~~ber 26/27) reminds us of this historical and
spiritual truth.

urthermore, through the historical and spir-

L

" & SEL _itual struggle of our Ethiopian kings, a seg-
o 0? ment of the True Cross (Gimade Meskel) was
£ - brought to Ethiopia and laid to rest at the Gish-
g 2 . en Debre Kerbe Monastery. Since that day, the
{\ \ festival has been celebrated in our country

o ‘\){’* with grand religious and cultural solemnity.
OTL‘\ The Meskel Demera is a unique celebration

with profound religious significance, held
during the hopeful month of Meskerem, a
season when the earth is adorned with flow-
ers, winter gives way to sprlng, and the har-

vest time ap‘ac ecognition of this
V- y i ; ‘

4 ‘:Q )
ic‘values as a

UNESCO Intanglble Cultural Heritage of Hu-

manity demonstrates the great spiritual and

cultural wealth our Church has preserved and
offered to the world.

This festival stands as a testimony to Ethio-
pia’s rich history, traditional heritage, and
long lineage of statehood. The Cross and ev-
erything associated with it are not the results
of chance or temporary desire, but are born
from a yearning for peace, reconciliation, and
the struggle for national unity. Therefore, we
must honor our faith, preserve our history, step
away from a spirit of rivalry, and engage in
historical endeavors that leave a lasting leg-
acy.

Through our Lord’s Cross, five thousand five
hundred years of human suffering and misery
were removed. Even today, the Cross remains
our source of confidence and salvation in the
face of all our fears. This is why Saint Paul
proclaimed: “But God forbid that I should
boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world has been crucified
to me, and I to the world” (Galatians 6:14).

Therefore, as we celebrate the Feast of the
Cross, let us proclaim peace through the
Cross, tear down the wall of enmity through
the Cross, and be witnesses by thinking and

doing only that which brings life to people.

cAssisial Prajessor Rew. Giviaa Balu
E.O.T.C. Patriarchate Head Office Deputy
Manager of the Economic and Social Sector
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“Wuwll far be i feowm we o gloey, ceepl
e e cross of vur Lovd HJesus Cluwdsi,

iodp e,

The Apostle Saint Paul captures the fulfill-

ment and summation of the Christian life in

this brief but powerful statement. The cross
accursed under the Law of the Jews (Deuter-
onomy 21:23), and a mark of shame under
Roman custom he presents instead as his ev-
erlasting glory and sole boast, saying: “But far
be it from me to glory, except in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has
been crucified to me, and I to the world.” This
boasting is not the boasting of vain praise or
pride. Rather, it is the center of the mystery
of salvation in which the Christian is set com-
pletely apart from the will and desires of the
sinful world, sanctifies himself to God, dies

daily, and rises to life together with Christ.
THE DOCTRINE OF THE CROSS

The Doctrine of the Cross refers to the teach-
ing, held at the very foundation and center of
the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church’s
doctrine of salvation, that speaks of the divine
love, wisdom, and mystery revealed for the

anklnd from sin and eter-

/erd(/”rZW & %

deliverance of hur
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Mgl whew e wordd Gas beea

)ba La'eke Mariam Gebre Giyorgis (Qomos)
| of Scholars, andHead of the Department for the Apologetics

and 9 i e woerdd.”
Galalians 6:14

nal death. Though in ancient times the cross-k o

was a symbol of shame, suffering, bitterness,

and severe punishment, because Jesus Chri
was crucified upon it for our sake, it has be

come the emblem of our victory, life, peace,

and salvation.
A. The Word of the Cross Is the Power of God

As the Apostle Saint Paul declares, “the mes-
sage of the cross is foolishness to those who -
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it
is the power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18), th:
mystery of the doctrine of the cross cannot be
understood by weighing it on the limited scale

of human reason and philosophy.

Thus, to the wise of this world, the idea that
“God the Creator of all creatures, who for our
sake willingly became man, died in the flesh,
crucified on the cross for the salvation of the
world” appears as foolishness and weakness.
But to us who are called Christians in Christ,

the cross is the power of God, the origin of the

devil’s defeat, and t ¢
A o)

great saving power by
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which humankin@as set free from the'bond-
age of sin. Because of man’s sin and conse-
quent estrangement from his Creator, the road
of peace and forgiveness between earth and

heaven had been closed.

o
N i B . .

{}é@ﬂ ’ But as the Apostle Paul wrote in his letter to
() A“g"\' the Colossians: “...and through him to recon-

_ cile to himself all things, whether things on
 carth or things in heaven, making peace by
the blood of his cross” (Colossians 1:20), God
reconciled the world to himself through the
holy blood he shed on the cross. Through the
& £ 85 ‘ blood shed on the cross, the wall of hostility

w4 between man and God was torn down; great

e o

— < peace and unity was established between the

§~heavenly and the earthly; and the whole debt
f our sin was wiped away (Colossians 2:14).

o\
/ \"

B. It Is on the Cross that Our Lord
Stretched Out His Hands and Gathered

Jews and Gentiles to Himself

~ The great father of our Church, Saint Atha-
~nasius of Alexandria, explaining the mystery
of Incarnation in chapter 25 of his book “On
¢ Incarnation of the Word of God,” writes:
“Christ stretched out his two hands on the
cross in order to destroy the powers of the de-
mons arrayed in the air, and to open for us the
way that leads to heaven.” This is because Sa-
tan had set up his forces in the air to prevent
humankind from entering the heavenly home;
Christ, crucified in the air upon the cross with
hands outstretched, destroyed the power of the
demons, called all of humanity into his em-
brace, and opened for us the heavenly road

that had been closed, bringing us near to him-

Out of God’s great love for humanity, the Son
of God himself became man and paid, by his
death on the cross, the debt of sin that no crea-
ture could pay. Therefore, as the Apostle Paul
said, “But far be it from me to glory, except in
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which
the world has been crucified to me, and I to
the world” (Galatians 6:14), the cross is, for
all the faithful, the witness of victory, life, and
eternal salvation. For everyone who is a true
Christian, there can be no other ground of sal-
vation apart from this cross of Christ and his

love.
THE HOLY CROSS

That piece of wood the Holy Cross upon
which the holy body of our Lord Jesus Christ
was nailed and his precious blood was shed,
has, because of the Lord’s passion and death,
become a source of holiness, blessing, power,
and healing. The cross, which in ancient times
was the sign by which a person was punished
for a crime and a mark of a curse, has, through
the blood of Christ, received sanctification and
become the emblem of victory by which the

faithful overcome their enemy, the devil.

A. The Mystery of Redemption from the
Curse of the Law

In his letter to the Galatians, comparing the
Law of the Old Testament about the cross,
the Apostle Paul writes: “Christ redeemed us
from the curse of the law, having become a
curse for us for it is written, ‘Cursed is every-

one who hangs on a tree’” (Galatians 3:13).

2 |
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a person hanged on a wood was said to be
cursed (Deuteronomy 21:23). But he who by
his eternal nature is perfectly pure and remains
a holy God bore for our sake the curse of the
Law, and thereby set us free from the curse of
the Law and the eternal death that lay upon us,

turning that curse into blessing for us.

B. The Tree of the Fig and the Tree of the

Cross

It is through the blessing we obtained by the
cross that we regained being children of God
we had lost through the fig tree. just as Adam
and Eve were once driven out of Paradise be-
cause of a tree, it was because of a tree that
we were later restored to our place, to Para-
dise and to the inheritance of the kingdom of
heaven. Saint John Chrysostom explains this
mystery in the Haymanote Abew (Faith of
the Fathers): “By the words spoken to Eve,
‘let me eat, let me eat,” the fig tree became
the cause of death”; “and it was by that same
tree that Adam went out from the Paradise of
delight”; “but the Word who was born of the
Virgin revealed the cross as the cause of salva-
tion™;
the Paradise of delight together with his father
Adam and all the fathers of old” (Haymanote
Abew, ch. 67, section 11, v. 5).

and through that cross the thief entered

This teaching of the great scholar, built on
the comparison of these two trees, conveys a
profound doctrine of salvation. just as the first
tree (the fig tree) was the cause of death, and
because of it Adam was driven out of the Par-
adise of delight, so too the bodily Word, Jesus
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Christ; born of the Virgin Wry, by dying cru-

cified on the cross, made the cross the cause

of salvation. Through the mercy revealed on
the cross, when the thief crucified on the right
said, “Lord, remember me in your kingdom,”
the door was opened for him to enter Paradise
ahead of others, together with Adam and the
fathers of old. ® 3\

Building on this apostolic teaching of our
Church and the teaching of the holy fathers,
we give the cross the very highest honor, and

we offer it the veneration of grace. This vener-

ation is not worship of the wood itself, but an & v # =
act of love, honor, and worship offered to our i\ v

88 <
?

Lord Jesus Christ, who was crucified upon it "~ —

; ;anf\

Therefore, as Saint Paul said, “let no oth- Y

for the salvation of the world.

er boasting be near me,” we have no othe
ground for boasting. The wood of the cross is
the Christians’ emblem of victory, the terror of

demons, and our great boast of salvation.

THE CROSS IS OUR RANSOM, OUR SAVIOR, —~
OUR STRENGTH. AND OUR POWER

A. It Is Our Ransom

Beyond the mystery of the wood of the cross
explained above, the word “cross” carries an
even broader theological meaning. The cross
of Christ signifies the sign of victory through
which humanity was set free from sin and
eternal death, and through which divine love
and the act of ransoming were revealed. In our
language, “ransom” means a substitute, a pay-

ment, or the paying of a price to free some-

thing that was held Ebound. So when we say
L
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“the cross is our Fnsom,” we mean that this
cross for which a divine price of atonement
was paid is the great sign of the freedom by
which we were delivered from the pit of slav-

ery into which we had fallen because of sin

P éé (Ephesians 1:7). The price paid on the cross
‘1;%3&' 4 was not payment made with some small mate-
/ e rial thing, gold or silver, but was paid with the

» precious and spotless blood of Christ (1 Peter
1:18-19).

B. It Is Our Savior

As written in the Gospel of John, our Lord
-~ said: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
~wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted

up, so that everyone who believes in him may

ave eternal life and not perish.” This ransom
obtained through the cross was offered not
only for our bodies, but as a true “healing and
salvation” for our souls, which had been con-

demned to eternal death.

Just as those in the wilderness who looked
~upon the bronze serpent were healed of phys-
ical poison, today, all who in faith look upon

hrist crucified on the cross are saved from
_the poison of the soul sin and hell. Because the
cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has
thus saved our souls from eternal destruction,

the Apostle presents it as his sole boast.
C. It Is Our Strength

Once our soul has been saved through the heal-
ing power of the cross, the cross becomes our
continual “strength,” by which, throughout our

earthly journey, we overcome the temptations

of Satan and the battlesjof sin that confront

( e ’),j/)

his Catechetlcal teachings (Lecture 13): “Do
not be afraid to make the sign of the cross on
your forehead and upon everything, for it is
the terror of demons, the mark of the saints,
And as the Apostle

“having disarmed the rulers and au-

and a supreme power.”
testifies,
thorities, he put them to open shame, triumph-
ing over them by the cross” (Colossians 2:15)
the cross is a divine weapon that has broken
the power of demons. This is why, when we
make the sign of the cross over our faces and
our whole bodies, demons vanish like smoke
and are scattered like dust. The making of the
sign with the fingers is likewise for the driving
away of demons, as our Lord said: “If it is by
the finger of God that I cast out demons...”
(Fetha Negest, canon 14, section 532; Luke
11:20).

Therefore, because every true Christian over-
comes the enemy, Satan, through faith in the
sign of the cross, the cross is the power of God

in which we boast every single day.
WE MUST CARRY THE CROSS

All of us who have received the ransoming,
saving, and empowering work of the cross
must not merely boast in this grace of God, but
must also express it in practice, in our lives,
and carry it ourselves. As written in the Gos-
pel, our Lord commanded: “If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow me” (Matthew
16:24) this confirms what is expected of each
of us: restraining bodily desire, enduring hard-
ship with patience, and renouncing the world.
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the
footsteps of Christ, we clothe ourselves with

and follow i

the holy identity of one for whom “the world
has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”
Yes! A believer who has truly accepted the
crucifixion of the Lord carries the cross not
merely in word, but in life. As Saint Paul said,
“those who belong to Christ Jesus have cru-
cified the flesh with its passions and desires”
(Galatians 5:24), to carry the cross means to
wage, in one’s own conscience, the spiritual
struggle of putting to death evil desire, sinful
longing, the old self, and the will of the flesh.

THE ENEMIES OF THE CROSS

While the mystery, grace, and blessing of the
cross constitute the path of life and salva-
tion for Christians, for the wise of this world,
for the Jews, and for heretics, the power and
sign of the cross has been a stumbling block
they cannot accept. They belittle the sign of
the cross and deny that it deserves honor. But
this denial is not new; it existed from the very
beginning and is described in Scripture. As
it is written, “but we preach Christ crucified,
a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gen-
tiles” (1 Corinthians 1:23) since the Jews were
expecting an earthly king and a messiah who
would rule by force, a God who was crucified
and suffered on the cross became for them a
stone of stumbling and offense. Likewise,
when the philosophers of the Gentiles viewed
it in light of their own human knowledge and
philosophical reasoning, the singular divine
wisdom expressed in “God died on the cross
to save his own creature” appeared to their
minds as madness and folly.
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e Apostle, weeping'%len as he writes,
warns that being an enemy of the cross of
Christ leads to eternal destruction: “For many
walk, of whom I have told you often, and now

tell you even weeping, that they are the en-

emies of the cross of Christ; their end is de-

struction...” (Philippians 3:18-19).

THE FAITH AND BOAST OF THE FAITHFUL _

Although heretics and the people of this world
deny and oppose it, the power of the cross
remains the power of God by which the sal-
vation of our life was obtained. Believers, by
making the sign of the cross in faith, keep at
bay the temptation of the devil and evil spir-.
its. And as explained above, remembering the

3
precious and holy price paid upon it, they hV; } 2
out the cross in their lives. \

'1

Therefore, though the world may deny it, we,
together with the Apostle, saying “far be it
from me to glory, except in the cross of our +
Lord Jesus Christ,” place our trust ever more
fully in the cross and make the sign of it over—~
our faces and our whole bodies. When we
make the sign of the cross, we do so while r
membering and meditating on the sufferings
that Christ our Savior bore for our sake, in the
body he took from our Lady the Virgin Mary
his crucifixion, his pierced hands and feet, his
side pierced by a spear, the crown of thorns

pressed upon his head, and, in sum, his whole

passion and death. And in our hearts, we hold
it forever as the sign of our salvation. There-
fore, though the world may deny it, we Ortho-

dox, who believe and are saved, boast contin-

ually in the power of the cross.




Among the scholars, the belivers and the
clergy of our Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
Church, there is a great testimony about the
cross that we say together, with one voice, in
all our daily prayers, whenever we give thanks
to God. It is this: “The cross is our strength;
the cross is our steadfastness; the cross is our
ransom; the cross is the salvation of our souls.
The Jews denied it, but we have believed; and
those who believed have been saved through
the power of the cross.” This is not a mere or-
dinary testimony, but, as we have seen in de-
tail above, the great proclamation of salvation
of our Holy Church.

We Christians, as we walk through this world,
do not boast, as the people of the world do,
in worldly wealth, earthly knowledge, lineage,
position, or power because all of these things
pass away and perish. Our true and lasting
boast is the holy cross of our Lord, Savior, and
God, Jesus Christ.

«@Bu;[méewﬁammmw,mwm
the owss of cwe Lovd Hesus Chust,

thinaugh whem the wold has been ouctficd
lo me, ouw[@gwtﬁewmﬂ(

‘Galatiang 6:14)

Glowy be o God



Ve foundalion of BT fuid

aope is e cross
(2nd Pet. 1+4; St. John Chrisostom)

By Megabie Birhanat Abba TekleYared TekleGorgorios (Komos)
‘Deputy Secr: \ 0

ty OTiHoly Synod

0 //rZ/WMYM/MJﬁMz@W%?JJ% ) ’ 8 - \i
&\ ;; : .‘ d‘*
\Y | g

‘ ‘;\% A



g/
Ge Crovss is Qum Power .
Hope is not limi@ to this world, 1t leads to
eternal glory. It is'a gift of God in which we
live in patience and holiness to wait the king-
dom of God based on the victory of the cross
and the resurrection. (Acts 13+32; Romans
8+24; 9+8)

God’s promise to mankind, which is filled
with deep theological and historical meaning,
is divided into three topics: the hope of salva-
tion, the fulfilled and the expected hope. (Ro-
mans 15+13)

THE HOPE OF SALVATION

0*/0 - The hope of salvation that protects people
"o . 4 from the evil things that the enemy brings,

ves people in times of trouble, inspires peo-

~
\
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wle to live in holiness, encourages them to en-

dure the trials they face in this evil world with

atience, and has a great meaning in the daily

Tife of people who live in and out. (Ps. 120+8)

The hope of salvation that supports all with
" the power of the cross does not only save peo-
ple from sudden death, but also gives them the
grace and strength to endure in the midst of
difficulties. (Hebrews 1+3)

- In general, all the good gifts and perfect bless-
ings that we get in our physical life, daily
bread, health, peace, unceasing protection and
other blessings are manifestations of God’s

goodness. (James 1+17)

A PROMISE FULFILLED

The promise that God, the God of hope, gave
to our Forefathers in advance is that we may

escape from the destruction of the world with

His steadfast covenant:

@lo believe f@ th & of sin and

eternal judgment through the work of the
cross (Hebrew 9+12)

* Reconciliation with God is done. (Ephe-

sians 2+3)

* In addition to make all those who are bap-
tized in his name gain son-ship and heart-
full life and become the abode of the Holy
Spirit, the translation of the name “God
saves” has been correctly confirmed.
(Luke. 1+21; Gal. 4+4-7)

When God, Who is rich in mercy, completes
the work of salvation that He accomplished
through the cross on the day of resurrection,
we will be alive again, caught up in the clouds
and will always live with Him in full glory. (1
Thess. 4+17)

OUR FUTURE HOPES

* His second coming with glory and power
as he promised to inherit us the place he

has prepared for us. (John 14+3)

* The resurrection of the dead that we al-
ways recite saying “We hope for the resur-
rection of the dead” (1Cor.15+42)

* The eternal life that was foretold in the
mouth of the prophets, in the Holy Scrip-
tures, that we patiently wait for, that we
will inherit in the glorious resurrection,
(Romans 1+1)

*  We have hope that the first heaven and the
first earth will pass away and we will live

in glory in a new heaven and a new earth.
(Rev. 21+1-4)

Therefore, the cross where God’s love is re-

vealed to us is the center ﬂthe gifts of hope
3 /
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that are di‘d th bove three }érts
What is blessed, what is expected and the
hope of the end is the spiritual power obtained
from the cross that makes the believer live in
holiness, patience, love and perseverance in
his physical life (Titus 2+13). According to
the prophets, in view of the firm hope of the
cross, the human being who was waiting for
his salvation has no other hope than the cross
of Christ, which is the basis of his firm hope,
to bring him to the land of life. Our hope is
the cross. Which brings us to the holy land of
life (Heaven). “We have no other hope but the
said St. John Chrysostom, relating the
earthly life of mankind to a journey in the des-

Cross,”

ert. He preached the cross with tears of love

and special inspiration.

Christ, the high priest, considered as one of the
sinners in order to consider us with the righ-
teous. In the journey of salvation, the cross
is the lamp of the heart, the comfort of the
soul, and the foundation of faith for mankind,
so it strengthens the heart with faith; Hope
strengthens at the time of suffering, separates
from the difficult world. (Isa. 53+21)

Therefore, in order to make us one with the
souls of the righteous, He was counted among
the sinners. There is no doubt that hope is the
destination of resurrection, forgiveness and

eternal life.

The consummation of our salvation and the
foundation of our firm hope, where we are
worthy of glory, is the prophet’s foretold say-
ing, “Behold, God is my salvation; I trust in
him, I will not fear.” (Isa. 12:2)

The cross is the sﬁ}gip of hope that takes to the

L} TN

30

The cross of Christ is the throne of Christ, the
head of all principalities and powers, the goal
of our souls, the cross of Calvary, is the escape
from suffering in the Christian life, the safe
harbor of all believers, the indestructible and
unfading ship of hope. (Col. 2:10) This reality
is expressed as “The cross is a ship that sails
on the waves of this world; and lead our souls

to heavenly hope. (Praise of Cross)

The Apostolic St. Athanasius of Alexandria, in
his profound teaching, the Ethiopian scholar
St. Yared, in his bone-chilling musical compo-
sition: recited that death was defeated by the
cross and the true way of life was renewed for
all creation, the first promise was fulfilled in_
salvation and the last hope was the kingdom o
heaven: “The cross is the hope for the wicked;
The Cross of Righteousness is the star of hop
for the righteous. We the people all preach its

power and glory, the cross is their hope for the _

sinners who repent. And for the righteous, it is

the guardian of their righteousness.”

And the divine love that was revealed on the
cross where Jesus was crucified to heal a
those who were wounded by the poison of the i
snake is expressed by the word “Believe in the

holy cross; Its name is hope for the saints, har-

. . o J
bor is for ships, and it is crown for martyrs. ,‘,%«,éf
Let’s all who believe in Christ bow to it.” y . ,{
“The cross is cloth of hope for the naked, sal- If{fi

vation for the wicked. By the power of the
cross, our transgressions have been taken

away from us. (St. Yared)

THE CROSS IS THE TREE OF LIFE IN
THE MIDST O%EA Ni‘iROUGH
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WHICH WE FOUND HEAVENLY HOPE.

The “tree of life” mentioned in the book of
Genesis, which represents wisdom, hope and

living, is taken as a symbol of the cross in the

A New Testament. (Prov. 3+18)
;}é’;; y When the scholar Abba Giorgis of Gascha re-
(x0F vealed the eternal life and hope of the cross

_ saying: “The cross is tree in midst of heaven
through which we found the heavenly hope”
He also said about the Cross “You are the tree

of life that was in the middle of paradise.”

The cross on which Christ, the Passover Lamb

who takes away the sins of the world, was sac-

Y,
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" rificed, is the cross of salvation, the tree of life,
t.Yared sang saying “curer and tree of life is
i}» 2 he Cross” God made the cross, which was an

0\ instrument of death, Due to the sacrifice done

n the Cross, the gate of heaven which was
“ closed is opened, the human kind returned to

its previous honor and we found our eternal
~ hope. Through the sacrifice made on the cross

which is the tree of life, the following facts are

~“done.

Death changed to life and curse is changed to

"The Cross which was an instrument of death

became the way of life and the sign of victory.
Human being is reconciled with God

The eternal hope is confirmed.

In general, the cross has become the source of
all hope for Christians. The cross, on which
our salvation is confirmed, is interpreted as the
“tree of life” in the teaching of the fathers be-

cause through it eternal life was given to man-

kind and the«or eag was opened.

chnoss 1S Ti
SYMBOL

iAHOPE, THE

SALVATION;

The symbol of our salvation, where we are
freed from sin, death, and the slavery of Sa-
tan, is the love revealed in the cross, which
is the connection between the heavenly and
the earthly, is the grace of God that has been
awaited for many years (John of Damascus).
And the man who hoped to live steadfastly in
the hope that does not disappoint to receive
this grace, is a great example of Abraham, the
father of many nations. He patiently waited
for many years for the promise of God that
he would have a son who would be obedient
to him even to death, and he lived steadfastly
in faith; and it was granted to him (Romans
4:18-21). Walking in this exemplary path of
righteousness, the cross of Christ is a symbol
of victory, love, life, and hope, and his heart is

planted in a paradise of faith in God.

Even if circumstances change, salvation is a
journey of life that continues through the grace
of God given through the cross and obedience,
so hope is not shaken; heart is not troubled
(Eph. 1:18). Walking among the wolves of this
evil world, a believer lives steadfastly in faith
and unfeigned love, is strengthened in prayer,
and awaits eternal life in hope. For this is what
a king does to those he loves: “by Him to rec-
oncile all things unto Himself.” (Col. 1:20)

Therefore, the main foundation of the Chris-
tian hope, the emblem of salvation, is the cross
of Christ. For the cross transforms suffering
into victory, death into life, destruction into
salvation, and Christ is always in our hearts
as the hope of glory (Col. 1:27). And because

~ d
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has ceased to be a sign of condemnation in the
salvation that has been fulfilled, it has become
a sign of salvation, and it is the firm founda-
tion for the kingdom of heaven that all (Chris-
tians) who are redeemed by faith in Christ’s
redemption, by the shedding of his precious
blood, will inherit.

The Cross, the emblem of our salvation, which
heralds the glorious resurrection and eternal
life, is the destruction of sin, the source of life,
and the firm hope in which death is swallowed
up in life. It is written: “The Cross is the resur-
rection of the dead, the salvation of the living,
the power that defeats the enemy, the eleva-
tion (highness) of the Church, the expansion

and source of praise of all Christians.”

St. Abba Giorgis also said: “Peace be upon
you, O Cross, you who were first in secret
among the prophets and in glory among the
apostles, you are worthy of greeting. You are
the staft of Moses who divided the sea; you
are the tree of life in the midst of paradise,” he
says, telling us that the cross is the fulfillment
of the prophets’ prophecy and the source of
life. The Ethiopian righteous man, the scholar
of the cross, calls the holy cross, which was a
symbol of death and humiliation in the pagan
tradition, the gateway to life, the bridge that

Christ made into the eternal kingdom.

When the true Christian sees the throne of his
salvation, where he was saved from the power
of darkness, the cross, which is the emblem of
his salvation, with the eyes of his conscience,
he understands that the victory gained has
opened the door to life and paradise, but not
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that the cross is only a sig@of suffering (Col.
1:13-19). Therefore, since the true hope of the

world is not wealth, power, or human wisdom,

even though there is a lot of suffering in this

world, the Christian hope is born in the cross.

And thinking about the salvation a Christian
has gained through it, he does not abandon his
faith and Christian perseverance, holding be-

fore him the symbol of his victory.

A person who has hope in the cross, which is
the prize of his salvation, does not abandon
his hope even in suffering, but awaits the good
things of the future with faith. (St. Cyril of Je-

rusalem)

A Christian who has firm hope in the power
the cross:

* Relies in the word of God.
* Shows perseverance in time of suffering.
» Perseveres in prayer.

* Lives in joy and peace.

* Encourages others to “rejoice in hope; en-

dure in tribulation” (Romans 12:12)

“Let us hold fast the profession of our hope
without wavering, for he who promised i
faithful” (Heb. 10:23). “Hope in God” (Psalm
42:11). “Hope maketh not ashamed, the love
of God is shed abroad in our hearts,”
5:5)

(Romans

*  “We have a precious cross that bears fruit
for us, the fruit of life,” he says; he hopes
for what is not seen, not for what is seen.
(2 Cor. 5:7)

» Christian is not defeated by suffering; he

does not see su
o

ring as a test, but as the

Lv
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end of life. (IV‘nans 5:3-5)
Therefore, when we say that the cross is not

only the history of our past salvation, but also

the eternal hope for the future, we are primar-

A ily concerned with the saving work of Christ,
0 }?? » his resurrection, eternal life, and the love of
{} W
[A\M{i\' God.
0
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THE CROSS IS THE LADDER OF RECONO
CILIATION THROUGH WHICH BLESSINGS
DESCENDS

God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto

Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto
& "‘)\0 them. (2 Cor. 5:19) The cross of Christ, through
: i which reconciliation was accomplished, has
bolished the law of commandments, which
wvere spoken of in the proclamation, and has
broken down the wall of hostility between the
wo, and has united the people and the nations,
**and has brought blessing of both body soul.
(John 1:51; Eph. 2:14)

" In order to demonstrate His righteousness by
\His cross, the sin committed was abandoned,
and through the salvation accomplished
through Him, God’s grace and blessing are
iven equally to all who do not thank Him,
oth good and evil (Luke 6:35; Rom. 3:25).
The Holy Fathers, depending on the Books
of the Bible, interpret the Cross as the ladder

R of blessing and reconciliation, saying, “The
Cross is the ladder of reconciliation from
:&}“ which blessings descend.” The greatest prob-

lem of man, who has been separated from God,
left the joy of Paradise, and has been given up
to death, and has lost the love and blessings
of God, is not only physical salvation, illness,

or death, but also whatyseparates him from

ss\s. What has

caused him to be in the opposite place is sin.

Therefore, the cross though which we found
reconciliation, salvation of the soul, blessing
of the body, and gives the whole world a firm
hope. It is the sign of forgiveness, the cross
is the salvation and blessing of man, the key
to a new life, the path to resurrection, and the

ladder of reconciliation.

THE CROSS REMOVED THE FEAR OF
DEATH. GAVE US ENDLESS JOY. AND IS
THE SOURCE OF A NEW CREATION

As it is written, “Satan, through his trespass,
ruled Adam,” death, which entered to the
world through sin, reigned from Adam, who
was gloriously called the ruler, to Moses, and
from Moses to Christ. It even ruled those who
had not sinned. (Romans 5:14; Cyril’s homily).
Christ, the Savior of the world, who desires
our liberation from the dominion of death,
frees those who have been held in slavery all
their lives by the fear of death: “despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God.” (Heb. 12:2)

By the cross, He has abolished the power of
death, so that we do not fear death, but rath-
er, say “O death, where is thy sting?” He has
given us an unending joy; we have been re-
deemed from the dominion of death by His
precious blood. (John 15:11; 1 Cor. 15:55)

One died for all, not counting our sins against
us, so that we should no longer live for our-
selves but for Him who died and rose again.
The old has passed away, and in Him we have
become a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17). A new

creation, not an outward c}alge, but a change
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person believes in and lives with the gift of
salvation given by the cross, he will be truly

free from the fear of death.

The grace received through the cross testifies
to man’s conscience that his new identity is
the guarantee of life and eternal glory, and the
hope that clothes the new man is based on the
salvation accomplished on the cross. There-
fore, the saving accomplished on the cross,
which removed the fear of death, the death of
the old man, and the birth of the new man, will
be revealed more than ever in the last day by

inheriting the kingdom of heaven. (Romans
6:6)

The great mystery that says “If anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation,” shows the story
of the cross, through which we draw near to
God, and the fulfillment of hope. When we see
this in depth:

* The Holy Cross is the pride of Christians;
e The remover of the fear of death;

* The defeating tool over demons;

e The destructor of death;

* The opener of the door of life and the
means by which all who believe will not
fear death;

» Spiritual weapon with which Christian can
resist the wiles of the devil. (2 Cor. 10:4)

In general, we call the cross is the basis of our

firm hope: Because it;
* Provides forgiveness of sins,
» Defeats death by resurrection,

« Reconciles mﬁwith God,

L\
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ives believers the ho@f eternal life, and
endures at time of suffering, and brings to

victory.

* Because it is the source of reconciliation
and hope of eternal life, our refuge and
hope, and the salvation of our souls and
bodies.

The firm hope revealed on the cross, where
the power of death was abolished, where innu-
merable grace was given, is perfectly wrapped
up in the hope of eternal life that is expected

based on the love and resurrection of Christ.

> >
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This hope, which found its fulfillment in the \;‘s ﬁ
cross, is a “glorious and great hope” in WhiChtf

we are saved from death, and we are saved . —
from destruction and exalted. (2 Pet. 1:4) '

Therefore, let us hold fast our hope in faith, so
that we may not be disappointed, for He Who®
promised on the cross is faithful. (Heb. 10:23)

Therefore, since the Holy Cross is the fulfill-

ment of our hope, which was told to Adam, Y
“On five and half day time, I will be born from
your descendent I will be up brought in your
area and salivate you on the Cross...”; we also
sing citing, “The hope of the Father was ful
filled through Virgin Mary, and the cross

salvation was planted on Calvary.” We also

celebrate the Feast of the Cross.




